WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk 1o the Council.

Washington Parish Council PO Box 2286
PULBOROUGH RH20 9BT

Tel: 0777 6771921

Email: clerk@washington-pc.gov.uk
Website: https://washington-pc.gov.uk/

WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES of the monthly meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 5% October 2026 in

the Washington Village Hall {Doré Room) School Lane, Wachington RH20 4AP

PRESENT: Clr A Dillaway, Ol B. Hanvey ViceLhabrman), (i O Jupp, T T Ksech {Chaivman) and
Clir A tisher.

1 ATTENDANCE: Clir £ Beard {HDC) and Clir § Grech {HDC}. Apologies received from Clir # Marshall
{WSCC) and Clir C. Fisher {HDC).

ALSO: Clerkio the Cound

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1

ABSENT: 1

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:30pm

The Council RESOIVED to accept apolagies from Clir Hanvey {personal reasons).

§C/25{10f02 Dedaration of Mambers' interests and ‘Dispensations.
Clir Hanvey declared 2 non-pecuniary interest in item. No other interests were declared
a5 deSned snder the Localisns Ack 2011 and the Cowncil's Code of Conduct for the Susiness ¥
of this meeting.

FCf26/10/03 #dinutes of the last Fuli Council i mesting
The Counci RESGIVED fo adopt the T August a5 2 true and accurate record to be duly signed

by the Chairman.

§C/25/30/64 PublicForum
A resident raised safety concerns on London Road about overgrown vegetation, faded white
lines and the vwheme of suarry HEYVs using the villsgs 35 3 G OWDUES, particutarly aflecing
pedestrians and school children.

Clir Beard confirmed that she had reported the hedges and road markings 1o WSCC and would
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foliow up. The Chairman said the Parish Council had also raised HGV concerns and reguested,
through Clir Marshall, routing conditions in the anticipated Rock Common Quarry Traffic
Management Plan. The Council agreed to wiite to Oy Marshal! sivessing the urgency.

There were no other written or spoken representations.

Coundy ansd Disteiet Ssports

HDC Reports:

Clir Beard reported that the Governance Review proposed changes sisewhere in the district
from Aprit 2027, with Washington Parish unchanged. From 14 Ociober, revised HDC planning
ATangEments wonit vefer fewer Sppltations 103 smalier tommities Unoer Hew FBTision

gateways; guilance would follow. She also reported plans %or sociabrent homes on derelict
garage siies, the Locai Plan hearing on 13 October, the Over-50s Winter Waiin Upon 15
October, a possible trial eleciric refuse torry; and the WSCC consultation on on-street EV
cnatging points closing 16 October, with none proposed in Washington or Storrington.

Clir Beard further reported that a representative for resigents in Old London Road

has sought a 30mph Traffic Regulation Order. Clir Dillaway reported that WSCC had rejected a
Simiifar Z0mph TeuESt betanse veroided speeds were Siveaty fow ang 1o meastrable safety
benefit or Police/Road Safety support was expected. Olir Beard agreed to take this up

further with the applicant.

WSCC Reports:

Thie Countil noted Clir ‘WViarshiali’s apbivgies and written upduies on focal government
recrganisation; the Governance Review, 8oute 23 bus Capacity and the rejected Old London
Road 20mph limit. The Clerk had thanked him for supporting retention of the Parish
boundaries and requested updates on the Washington Bostal link and Rock Common Guarry
traffic.

The Council noted the Actions Report and matters arising from decisions made at the last
Council meeting {(Appendic A).

Neighbourhoad Planiing

Clir Lisher would seek a response from the SSWNP Steering Group Chalrman to his

eTvail TEUEST DN SITSNEing a mesting 1o distuss thie Neighbourhdod Plan review. The Clerk
asked o be copied into the exchange.

Committiees

Drafts of the Planning and Transport Committes and OSRA Commitiee minutes

of 21 September 2026 were deferred to the next meeting. Two recommendations on
2027 grounds maintenance and allotment management were considered under the next
w0 stems of business,
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The Council considerad the OSRA Committes’s recommendation, the Cerk’s report,
{egal advice and comments from the Stewards on involving olot holders in
allotment management. It noted that o nformal working group could not eereise
delegated autharity and that legal responsibility would remain with the Council
unless management were transferred formally. Options included 3 constituted
atlotment association, external nrovision and additional dlerical support;
cutsoisTing was no¥ supported beciuce the likely cost would enceed annual rental
income of annroximately £400 and require unaccentable rent increases.

The Council RESCGLVED 1o invite plot holders to consider forming a legally
constituted allotment assaciation or to identify further responsibilities that they
could lawSully underiske. Clir Dillawsy sgreed to discuss the options with Mr Turley
and provide him with the schedule of duties.

Washington Recreation Sround Charity: Quotes
The Councif reviewsd the OSRA Committee’s recommandation and the thres quotatior
previously circutated for the 2027-29 grounds maintenance,

The Council RESOLVED to appoint Sussex Land Services Lid {Contractor C) because of their
religble service, high standard of wark and significantly hetter value than the other quotations.

Washingion Recreation Ground Charity: Tree management
The Council reviewed GTC s annual tree inspection report and schedule of recommended
works dated 17 September. No urgent safety works were required.

It was noted that the Pavish Tree Warden had attended the inspection and sgreed tw remove
basal growth from the lime tree on the Recreation Ground.

felled, as recommended. The Clerk was delegated 1o instruct the Council’s approved tree
surgeon, Mr Moriey of Savwing Helghts andinvile i io quote for the remainmg wosisin
accordance with the Coundil's Financial Regulations. Councillors thanked the Tree Warden for
her assistance.

Washington Recrestion Ground Tharity: Annual Charity Return
The Council reviewed and RESGIVED unanimoushy to approve the WRGC 2025/26 Draft Annual
Return prepared by the Cerk for submission to the Charity Commission.

Washington Recreztion Ground Tharlty: Play Ares

The Council reviewed concerns from a member of the public that the play area’s grass surface
becomes muddy in wat westher, making it slippery. Coundciliors noted advice that the grass
assists drainage from the nearby road, that no safety issue had been recorded in weekly
inspeciions, and hatthe slwesihersrindnphad sheafr beon smiended in e play oves

at significant cast.

The Council RESCIVED o review suitable synthetic surfacing as a potential Cl-funded project
later in the vear, once commitments had bheen clarified through the Finance Committee’s
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November budget revievwe

FC/26/10/13 Grant applications
The Council considered an grant application from Ailford Grange Management Company
for £5585% towards a new bench in Milford Grange Couniry Park. The Council noted that the park
is publicly sccessible, is designsted a5 3 protected green space in the ¥sighbourhood Plan,
and is maintained by the Management Company on behalf of Mitford Grange residents.

The Countii further noted that the proposed bench would “provide an amenity for parish
resigents and other visitors fo the park.

Having considered the application, the Company’s accounts and tegal advice, and being
satisfied that the applicant operates on & not-for- profit basis, the Councit RESOLVED 1o
awardthe grant of £599, Tunded fiom parish GL receipts, Pursusnt i seetion i5(3} of the
toca! Government (Miscellsneous Provisions) Act 1976, Ciir Hanvey shstained from the vote,
having declared a personal non-pecuniary interest.

FC/26/10/14 AGAR 2025/26: External Audit and Notice of Conclusion of Audit
The Countil reviewstd the Notite of Contlusion of Auditandthe exiemal audditor’s report and
certificate for the year ended 31 March 2026, both published on the CounciVs website,

The auditor confitmad that Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR complied with Proper Practices and
identified no cause for concern. A £1 discrepancy between the 2025 year-end and 2026
opening figares tat been toivected, resobmitied wnd republished By thie Cierk; ihe auditor
advised that these figures should be checked for agreement by the Council in future.

The Council RESOLVED to note the Signed Extern al Auditor Report and Certificate 2025-26 and
the correction and republication of the AGAR. it accepied the auditor's advice and agreed that
the Clerk/RFO would verify that the prior-year balance carried forward agrees with the
current-year balance brought forward before future AGAR approval.

The Council further BESOIVED 1o agree the Notice of Conclusion of Audit 202526,
commencing 29 September 2026 and published on the Council's website.

FC/26/16/15 Delegated Dedsions
The Council reviewed the following decisions made by the Clerk since the last meesting in
accordance with its scheme of delegation.

i.  Amneutral planning response fiom the Councii to application reference DC/26/1151
Erection of 3 first-foor axtension by raising roofine and associated alterstions.

ii. Engagement of J Electrical to replace the insecure MUGA light-meter cupboard

at a cost of £135 (gross} because of the public safety risk; instaliation was scheduled for
& October.

The Councll RESOIVED to ratify sporoval of the decisions snder #s schems of defegation.
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To Report HDT s second meeting with Parishes on 56 September 2026
The Clerk reported on her sttendance stthe mesting 3t which HDC updated parish councils
on its priorities, current developments and Local Government Reorganisation.

ToReport e MALC s AGRS
Clir Thomas's report an the HALC AGB was deferred to the next Councit meeting,

The Council noted the following additional correspondence:

HALC: Five pareh counc chiges seeh 3 spetisl mseling over ueressived and sllegeyd governiance
and financial issues.

WSCC grant: Up to £5,000 for waste-prevention proiects; applications close 3 November 2026.
near Tilleys Farm {reference WAS-2701). Report kindly madse by Clir Thomas,

Peopie’s Emergency Briefing 22° September: A report has been requestad; response pending.
CPRE: HALC encouraged parish councils to consider membership and shared the

membership page and infrastructure-mapping arficle.

WSCC Highwavs, Trancport and Planning newsletter: Undates covered parish

briefings, proposed EV charge points, highway schemes and utility works; comments on

proposed charging focations were invited through the consultation website.

FC/26/18/32 Finencial Reperts

Payments
i. The Counci RESOLVED to ralify APPROVAL cfmuoite payments 1taiing S6.07.97 n

the following schedule presented:

40 Sussex Land Services L1 Grounds mainienante June + July 2026 228650
9 Central Compier Management Lid Payroll Services - Aug 2026 7800
) Mr T Ashbuer Cax Weekly Safety Inspections 30000
93 Mutberry Local Authority Sendces Lid Delegate fee - Mudbeny LAB Annual 7200
9% Moore Extemal Audit 202525 services 409.50
% WSALL HALC sibseriptions 4088
% Parish Online Parish Online - Digital Mapping 9.00
§ NEST Pension - Aug 2026 20947
% HMRC PAYE Aug 2026 644.73
9 5l Sia¥ salary Aug 2606 187623
100 2 Sail Clesk's electricty - Aug 2026 2600
161 ZSavl Broadhand - Aug 2026 2086
102 Tesco Office phone 954

TOTAL 6,067.97
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ii. The Council RESOLVED to APPROVE invoice payments totatiing £12,842.56 in the
following amended schedule presented:

Vouchsy

103
04
105
106
107
e
09
110
41
112
M3
114
115
116
17
(L3
5]
120
121
122

Income

Chegus

Name

Lioyds Bank PLC

Juke Carpentry & Fenovations Lid
Central Computer Management Lig
Horsham District Councit

S Russell

Hags-Smp Lid

Gate Tree Consultancy

(ale Tree Consulancy

Satswana Limited

South East Landbased Training Courses
TEEC Limited

Lioyds Bank PLC

Royat Mait Group Lid

NEST

HMRC

Z Bayi

Z Savili

Z Savili

Z Saviit

Tesco

Amazon EUJ

Description Amount
Bank Service Charge 4.25
Pattways project - deposit 5,250.00
Payrolt Services - Sep 2026 78.00
Dog bin emptying Q2 2026 27 44.20
Litter Warden - Aug 2026 166.72
Play area equipment 191613
Anmial Tree Survey 2026 47000
Weekly Safety Inspections - Sep 2026 300.00
OPO Service 180.06
Basic Tree Inspeclion Course 210,00
GOV.UK domain + Planning Tracker 7080
Bank charges 4.25
PO BOX Address 459.80
Pension - Sep 2026 209.47
Payroll - Sep 2026 844,93
Staff Satary - Sep 2026 187603
Clerk's Mileage 35.64
Broacband - Sep 2026 2000
Elecirictty - Sep 2028 26.00
Office phone contract 954
Stationery 26.7%

TOTAL 12,442.56

iii. The Council RESOLVED to note receipts totalling £30,848.37 in the following schedule

presented including the second part of the 2026/27 parich precept:

Vouche Code Date HMinute Bank Receipt Ho Desaription Customer VAT Type et VAT Total
12 Yank e 16/03ja0s o208 Hedisond Bank Limit Bk interies? Redwond i LS X 20555 L
13 Precept 28/632026 FCORZ0NE Wl Cument Actow Precept - It Fumeant 20262 HDC X 230,16 27,5016
14 HOC Cleansing grant 26§05/2026 L0t 2006 Uods Corent hccor Cléarging grant - 2rd Fayment HDC X 125156 1EL0%

15 Barkimvest 310772008 o Raticeandy Susisess Statensent Navle Bk ohrast Nationwide ulling Sat ¥
16 Bank interest 28/08j2626 FL 00t 2025 Naborwde Susnass  Statement Numder Bank inberest Natigride Buding Sonst % 157.58 157,13
Totad aRE 3684837

The Council reviewed and further RESOLVED to ratify APPROVAL of the following:

o Thi Redwood Savings Account matured on 17 September. The Chairman reported on
s transier of £2,040 interest and o further £2,044 2840 the Uoyds community account,

and that the new one-year Redwood bond would pay 4.80% fi

P B -

Xea 1o

the 1-year term on

the remaining £45,472.35 reserves held in that account. The Clerlk’s advice, together

withihe Thainm

s Prou e,

BIS COMMBNIS anid wiitien

funds, were previously drcalated and noted.

Finance Report with Bank Reconcilistion

SfPage

.

Thie Coontil RESCLYED 1o note the Tirance:

TEPDTL DR payments and receipts since

Support from Countiilors Tor the transfer of

on 30" September 2026,

Draft

Minutes o

f FC Meeting October

2026-Chair’s

Initials



Ressrves Transfers
v. The Council reviewed its budget and cashBiow position and RESOLVED ta agree
the Chairman’s proposal totransfer £15,000 from Uoyds to Natiorwide to maximise
interest on funds held in the savings account.

The Counc reviewed and fonther RESONVED 1o ratify APPROVAL of the following:

o The Redwood Savings Account matured on 17 September. The Chairman reported on
his trassfer of £2, 040 mtevest and 2 forther £2,044.38 o the Lioyds community acoount,
and that the new one-year Redwood bond would pay 4.80% fived for the 1-yeartermon
the remaining £45,472.35 reserves. The Clerk’s advice, together with the Chairman’s
comments and written unanimous support from Councillors for the transfer of funds,
were previously crculared and noted.

2026/27 VAT
vi. The Council noted thatthe Q2 2026/27 VAT position would be reported
at the meeting on 7 December.

2025/27 Budgst Revisw
vii. The Council RESOLVED ta note that it was operating largely within budget inthe
second guarter of 2026/27, and thatthe varlance arising from new and
increased annual subscriptions would be covered by general reserves for

unforessss expenditure.

FC/26/10/19 Sussex Local
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Chairman’s draft editorial forthe November issue of
Sussex Local, to be submitted to the magazine on 7t October.

FC/26/10/20 Chebwiay's Annoumcemenis
done.

FC/26/10/21 items for the next Agenda

o Consider making repressatations 1o HDC on NPPF chianges reducing local répressntation
on planning commitiess and delegating more decisions to officers.

o To Consider holding next year’'s APM in the Chanctonbury Room of the Village Hall.

FC/26/18/22 Dates af nextmestings
The Council RESOLVED to note the following meetings dates:

Staffing Mesting: Prior to the Finance Committes Mesting, Clir Diflaway 1o arrange
to be held at least one week pney to the Finance Committee Meeting.

T BReondens g 5 %3 O 2 o e
oo R & Bovew W’“"J%%"ﬁ%r—y earher 3t 6.30pm

Planning & Tramspert €
OSRA Committee: Monday 16" November at 7:15pm

finance Committee: Monday 16 November at 8:00pm — 2026/26 budget review.
Full Council: Monday 7t December 2026
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Co-Option
The Council noted that there were no applications for co-option to the Council.

Confidential Matters

The Council RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies {Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the
pubtic and press be excluded for the remaining business because disclosure would be
prejudicial to the public interest due to its confidential nature.

Washington Recreation Ground Charity: Rampion Heads of Terms

The Countil carefully reviewed legal advice and the aon-binding Heads of Terms with Rampion
Expansion Development Ltd (RED) for an underground cable route on its Recreation Ground
and allotment land. This will be part of s wider cable corridor across the South Downs,

serving ihe wintdfarm expansion development off the Sussex toast and terminating

atthe 8oiney sub-gtation.

Savills has negotiated on the Council's behalf as its Agent, following the April 2025
Developrent Consent OQrder for the windbrm project. Councillors noted that amendments
previously agreed with the Agent, intiuding removai of the tompensation tap for manhole
covers, hisve been included in the re-issued terms.,

RED has also agreed o meet reasonable costs for a Designated Adviser’s Report 1o be
prepared with the Option for Deed of Easement: The Council's Solicitor from Moore
Barlew will seek consent from RED to cover specialist charity-governance advice if neaded.

Memibers considered that the negotiated terms of the voluntary agreement offered the best
available compensation for the charity, avoiding exposure to professional costs and loss of
incentive payments if the developer invoked its compulsory powers.

Following discussion, the Couricil, as sole mariaging trustee of the Washingion Recreation
Ground Charity, RESOLVED to agree the non-binding Heads of Terms with Rampion Expansion
Developrmernt tid, without prejudice 1o its objectiontothe table 1owie, sutjett 1o the Solicitor
drafting the Ogtion for Decd of Easement and completion of the Designated Adviser’s Report.
These would be reviewed by the Councll at a later date in accordance with statutory and
charity legislation.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 92:15pm.

Signed

Bated
B o ossss00000000s0m0005005550500005000 05055550555 55505
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